
 

Regional Advisory Council 

The five RAC Committees and the RAC Board will provide assessment, program development, and evaluation of GMR 
programs in assigned areas. The RAC Committees will meet annually in-person to assess the needs and accomplishments of 
GMR programs, review and make recommendations about GMR subcontracts and awards, and develop programming 
recommendations and plans that will assist the GMR in meeting its goals and objectives. Other meetings during the year will be 
held by teleconference. A GMR Coordinator will serve as liaison to each RAC Committee and coordinate meetings and business. 
Minutes of meetings, recommendations, and other reports will be published on the GMR website and announced on GMRLIST. 

l Committee Rosters  
l Reports and Minutes   

RAC Board 

Once a year, the RAC Board will meet with the GMR staff to review the RAC Committees' activities and progress. The RAC 
Board annual meeting will serve as a planning day for the next year of the contract. The Associate Director and Director will 
coordinate the annual meeting. GMR goals and objectives for the year will be reviewed to see how well they were met and an 
outline of the future goals will be presented to help the RAC Board establish objectives and develop a plan for meeting the 
objectives. The RAC Board also will advise the GMR staff on how to respond to problematic issues identified by network 
members and the RAC Committees. Results of the RAC Board meeting will be reflected in the goals and objectives statements 
submitted to NLM with the annual budget and will be published on the GMR website and announced on GMRLIST. The RAC 
Board and Committees will be involved in a formal review and evaluation of the GMR's programs and services. 

RAC Communications Committee 

The RAC Communications Committee will assist the GMR staff in promoting GMR and NLM programs and services, and 
advise GMR staff regarding interactions with network members, health professionals, and consumers, and various state or local 
organizations. The RAC Communications Committee will evaluate, provide guidance and make recommendations to the GMR 
staff regarding the use of print, e-mail, discussion groups, and the Web for effective communications. The RAC Communications 
Committee will assist in identifying authors and topics for GMR publications, and will assist in promoting GMR programs and 
subcontract and award RFPs. The RAC Communications Committee also will review proposals and make recommendations for 
GMR awards and subcontracts. 

RAC Consumer Health Committee 

The RAC Consumer Health Committee will assist the GMR staff in developing, implementing, and assessing consumer health 
programs in the Region. RAC Consumer Health Committee members will help identify potential Affiliate Members and 
contribute goals and objectives relating to consumer health for the annual Regional Services Plan. The RAC Consumer Health 
Committee will assist GMR staff in developing consumer health education programming as well as identifying issues of special 
interest to those librarians providing consumer health services in the GMR. The RAC Consumer Health Committee also will 
review proposals and make recommendations for GMR awards and subcontracts. The RAC Consumer Health Committee will 
monitor the progress of the GMR consumer health subcontract projects to see if models demonstrated by the projects can be 
duplicated in other parts of the region or incorporated into general practice. 

RAC Education Committee 

The RAC Education Committee will provide guidance and make recommendations to the GMR office regarding the education 
and training needs of health professionals, librarians, and consumers in the region. The RAC Education Committee also will 
review proposals and make recommendations for GMR awards and subcontracts. In response to NLM's Planning Panel on the 
Education and Training of Health Sciences Librarians report, the GMR will work with the Medical Library Association (MLA) 
to develop training programs that meet the needs of health sciences librarians. The RAC Education Committee also will 
collaborate with other RAC Committees in the development of educational programming. 
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RAC Resource Sharing Committee 

The RAC Resource Sharing Committee will monitor and identify new developments in resource sharing on a state, regional and 
national level. The RAC Resource Sharing Committee will provide guidance and recommendation to the GMR office in devising 
and implementing regional policies for resource sharing including DOCLINE and Loansome Doc. Members will work closely 
with state association representatives to determine resource sharing needs within the GMR. The RAC Resource Sharing 
Committee will edit the GMR Document Delivery Manual and write articles for the GMR newsletter on resource sharing issues. 
The RAC Resource Sharing Committee will work with the RAC Education Committee to design regional educational programs 
relating to resource sharing. The RAC Resource Sharing Committee also will review proposals and make recommendations for 
GMR awards and subcontracts. 

RAC Technology Committee 

The RAC Technology Committee will monitor and identify new developments in information technology and new applications 
of health information technology in libraries. Findings of the RAC Technology Committee will be reported in the GMR 
newsletter, and recommendations will be made to the GMR office for planning future technology-related programs. This 
information will be used to assist smaller libraries in the region to keep abreast of the latest information technology. The RAC 
Technology Committee also will review proposals and make recommendations for GMR awards and subcontracts. The RAC 
Technology Committee will assist the GMR office staff in assessing the needs of health sciences librarians by holding annual 
Technology Awareness Forums at the Midwest Chapter / Medical Library Association Annual Meetings.  
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Committee Rosters 
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GMR Regional Advisory Council  
Board  
Mary Gillaspy , Consumer Health Committee Chair, mgillasp@nmh.org, 312-926.9693 
Bet Ison, Technology Committee Chair, Bet.Ison@midwives.org, 606-672-2312 
Barbara Knight , Education Committee Chair, bknight@medicine.nodak.edu, 701-777-2166 
Virginia (Ginger) Saha, Resource Sharing Committee Chair, vmg2@po.cwru.edu , 216-368-3436 
Michael Simmons, Communications Committee Chair, simmon11@msu.edu, 517-483-2274 
Susan Jacobson, GMR Director, ex-officio, sjake@uic.edu , 312-996-8974 
Jean Sayre , GMR Associate Director, ex-officio, jwsayre@uic.edu , 312-996-2464 

GMR Regional Advisory Council  
Communications Committee 
Michael Simmons, Chair, simmon11@msu.edu, 517-483-2274 
Hope Barton , Iowa State Representative, hope-barton@uiowa.edu, 319-335-9161 
Susan Kroll, Resource Library Representative, kroll.1@osu.edu , 614-292-4852 
Veronda Pitchford, Library System Representative, pitchford@chilibsys.org, 312-341-8500x224 
Judith Rieke, North Dakota State Representative, jrieke@medicine.nodak.edu, 701-777-3993 
Janet Stith, Outreach Library Representative, mclstith@pop.uky.edu, 606-323-5727 
Stephanie Weldon, GMR Communications and Outreach Coordinator, weldon@uic.edu, 312-996-7634 

GMR Regional Advisory Council  
Consumer Health Committee 
Mary Gillaspy , Chair, mgillasp@nmh.org, 312-926.9693 
Lynda Baker, Ph.D, Health Information Consumer Group Representative, aa0838@wayne.edu, 313-577-6198 
Coleen Coble, South Dakota State Representative, ccoble@rcrh.org , 605-341-7106 
Katharyn Deiss, Library System Representative, deiss@chilibsys.org , 312-341-8500x255  
Sandra Gaynor , Health Professional Representative, sgaynor@nmh.org , 312-926-9694 
Robert Koehler, Consumer Health Library Representative, rkoehler@meriter.com, 608-267-6234 
Kara Logsden, Public Library Representative, kara-logsden@uiowa.edu, 319-356-8651 
Michael Lucas, State Library Representative, mlucas@sloma.state.oh.us, 614-644-6843 
Sandra Martin , Outreach Library Representative, smartin@med.wayne.edu, 313-577-6665 
Edwina 'Winn' Theirl , Kentucky State Representative, mclebt@pop.uky.edu , 859-323-6514 
Tammy Mays, GMR Consumer Health Coordinator, ex-officio, tmays@uic.edu, 312-996-8480 

GMR Regional Advisory Council  
Education Committee 
Barbara Knight , Chair, bknight@medicine.nodak.edu, 701-777-2166 
Frances Cockrum, Minnesota State Representative, cockrum.frances@mayo.edu, 507-284-1407 
Kathleen Gaydos-Combs, Medical Library Association Representative, mlapd1@mlahq.org, 312-419-9094 
Agnes Jensen, Public Library Representative, agjensen@sendit.nodak.edu, 701-252-1531 
Rhona Kelley, Illinois State Representative, kelley@lincoln.siumed.edu, 217-785-2112 
Deborah Lewis, Health Professional Representative, deblewis@iupui.edu, 317-274-8059 
Rachel Lindvall , School System Representative, rachell@sinte.edu, 605-856-2355 
Kay Wagner, Outreach Library Representative, kcwagner@usd.edu, 605-357-1397 
Beth Carlin, GMR Education and Outreach Coordinator, ex officio, bethgc@uic.edu, 312-996-2008 

GMR Regional Advisory Council  
Resource Sharing Committee 
Virginia (Ginger) Saha, Chair, vmg2@po.cwru.edu , 216-368-3436 
Cecelia Boone, Library System Representative, c-boon@maroon.tc.umn.edu, 612-624-4002 
Roni Greenberg , Public Library Representative, rgreenbe@oplin.lib.oh.us, 330-861-2068 
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Clare Leibfarth, Ohio State Representative, leibfarth@mail.oucom.ohio.edu, 330-837-7371 
Collette Mak, OCLC Representative, makc@oclc.org, 800-848-5878 
Lila Pedersen, Resource Library Director Representative, lpederse@medicine.nodak.edu, 701-777-3993 
Felicia Young, Indiana State Representative, fyoung@iunhaw1.iun.indiana.edu , 219-980-6852 
Charniel McDaniels, GMR Network Coordinator, ex-officio, mcdaniel@uic.edu, 312-996-2464 

GMR Regional Advisory Council  
Technology Committee 
Bet Ison, Chair, Bet.Ison@midwives.org, 606-672-2312 
Maryanne Rohrer , Public Library or Library Network Representative, mrohrer@sdln.net, 605-394-4171x224  
Leslie Schick, Resource Library Director Representative, schickls@uc.edu, 513-558-5656 
Sunja Shaikh, Wisconsin State Representative, sshaikh@covehealth.org, 414-447-2194 
James 'Jim' Shedlock, HealthWeb Representative, j-shedlock@nwu.edu, 312-503-8133 
Arlene Weismantel, Michigan State Representative, weisman1@mail.lib.msu.edu, 517-432-3974 
Chris Shaffer, GMR Technology Coordinator, ex-officio, shaffer@uic.edu, 312-996-7791 
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